
St. Isidore (San Isidro 
Labrador)
This artwork portrays St. Isidore 
the Farm-Laborer as a hard-
working, humble, deeply devoted, 
and loving man. Isidore spent his 
entire life working for a wealthy 
landowner who grew resentful of 
Isidore’s religious devotion. The 
landowner felt he neglected his 
work in order to pray. While on 
his way to confront Isidore on this 
habit, he found angels working the 
land alongside Isidore assisting 
him in the field. Astounded, 
the landowner bowed down in 

religious reverence. In the end, even though Isidore was enslaved, he had all 
the spiritual freedom in the world to devote to God and live his own life. It 
is understood that Isidore’s love, loyalty, and hard-work proved him worthy 
enough to become the patron saint of farmers.
Artist Unknown (Bolivian), St. Isidore (San Isidro Labrador), mid to late 19th century, oil on 
canvas, 32 1/4 x 27 1/2 in., Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Lowell, 1965.664

Major Saint James 
(Santiago de Compostella)
Anonio Molleno (1805-1850), a 
New Mexican artist and santero (an 
individual who produces religious 
images), created Major Saint James. 
The painting depicts Saint James the 
Greater, one of the twelve apostles 
of Jesus. According to legend, it was 
believed that he miraculously appeared 
during battles to protect the faithful 
against death. Clad in the typical armor 
of the Spanish army, Saint James rides a 

white horse above a battleground. This work is only one of fifty animal hide 
paintings to survive from the early colonial New Mexican period. A majority 
of these types of paintings from this time were destroyed because the church 
deemed animal hide an unholy material to portray sacred imagery in the 
1820s. Although it is unknown exactly how the painting was preserved, U.S. 
Army Captain John G. Bourke (1843–1896) retrieved this painting from a 
ruined church in Pojoaque, New Mexico in 1881. 
Antonio Molleno (American, active ca. 1815–1845), Major Saint James (Santiago de 
Compostella), before 1820, oil on buffalo hide, 33 x 30 in., Gift of Mrs. A.H. Richardson, 1956.99

FINDING 
HISPANIC VOICES

at Joslyn Art Museum

INTRODUCTION
This guide highlights artworks with a connection to Hispanic culture. Start 
with the Spanish Colonial gallery then explore other galleries in Joslyn’s 
Memorial building to discover artworks with a “Hispanic voice.” Students 
in the University of Nebraska Omaha’s Advanced Conversation in Spanish 
class, taught by Dr. Cecilia Tocaimaza-Hatch, created this guide for Joslyn 
Art Museum in partnership with UNO’s Service Learning Academy. 

The Virgin of the Rosary
Paintings of the Virgin Mary 
are regarded as one of the most 
important types of religious 
artwork in Latin America 
because they encompass many 
hidden religious symbols. Gems 
inlaid upon the crown signify 
resources of the New World 
while the colors of the ostrich 
feathers represent faith, hope, 
and charity. Pearls signify the 
ultimate definition of femininity 
while also representing chastity, 
the moon, patience, beauty, and 

perfection. The crescent moon at the bottom of the Virgin’s dress represents 
innocence and immaculate conception. Flowers adorned upon the Virgin 
represent heavenly joy with the red roses symbolizing the blood of Christ and 
the white lilies representing purity. Throughout centuries, many other dressed-
statue paintings of the Virgin of the Rosary depict this incredible symbolism.
Artist Unknown (Bolivian), The Virgin of the Rosary, late 18th century, oil on canvas, 65 5/8 x 
61 1/4 in., Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Lowell, 1965.665

Our Lady of Guadalupe
In December 1531, the Virgin Mary appeared 
to an indigenous man named Juan Diego at 
Tepeyac Hill. She requested a shrine be built in 
her name at this site and told him to inform the 
Bishop Zumarraga. The Bishop, however, did not 
believe Juan Diego’s story and needed proof. Mary 
appeared to Juan Diego again and told him to pick 
roses, which were growing in unlikely conditions, 
and take them to the Bishop in his tilma, or cloak. 
When Diego delivered the fresh roses they fell 
onto the ground to reveal a miraculous image of 
Mary on his cloak. This sign stunned the Bishop, and Basilica de Guadalupe 
was built in her name in Mexico City. Known as Our Lady of Guadalupe, she 
is a patron saint of Mexico, and people celebrate her on December 12, the 
day she appeared to Juan Diego for a second time. 
Artist Unknown (Mexican), Our Lady of Guadalupe, 18th century, oil on copper, 16 7/8 x 12 
7/8 in., Gift of E. Kingman, 1957.113

Our Lady of Sorrows
This is one of countless similar compositions as, 
Our Lady of Sorrows is a popular devotion. These 
works of art are meant to illustrate the seven 
sorrows of the Virgin Mary which, according 
to the Christian bible, made Mary panicked 
or depressed. Each sorrow is represented by a 
sword piercing the heart of the Mother Mary. 
Additionally there are symbols of the crucifixion 
of her son, Jesus, in the arms of the six cherubs 
around her head (like the cloth with Christ’s face 
- a Christian relic - and vessels for the vinegar 
wine) as well as at her feet (like the crown of thorns and dice). Details of 
the painting, such as the drawn curtains, signify that it is likely a painting 
of a statue displayed in a church. The color palette reinforces the depressed, 
sober mood of the painting. 
Artist Unknown (Bolivian), Our Lady of Sorrows, 19th century, oil on canvas, 32 3/4 x 23 3/4 in.,
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Lowell, 1964.113



Saint Michael (San Miguel)
Saint Michael, the archangel, whose 
name means “one who is like 
God,” is depicted in this painting. 
Although he is called a saint, he is 
truly an angel and a leader of all the 
angels and of the army of God. He 
is rarely mentioned by his name in 
the Old Testament and is primarily 
referred to in the book of Daniel. 
Saint Michael is usually shown with 
a sword or carrying the scales of 
justice, symbolizing his strengths of 
courage, truth, and integrity. 
Artist Unknown (Bolivian), Saint Michael (San 
Miguel), late 18th century, oil on canvas, 61 
x 42 1/2 in., Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. 
Lowell, 1965.667

The Virgin of the Milk 
(Virgen de la Leche)
This artwork depicts Mary 
breastfeeding the Christ child 
while Joseph leads them toward 
Egypt, as they flee Bethlehem to 
escape King Herod, who ordered 
all infants under the age of two to 
be slaughtered (known today as the 
Slaughter of the Innocents). While 
there are many names for Our Lady 
of the Milk such as Maria de la 
Leche, Maria Lactans, or Nursing 
Madonna, they all have one thing in 
common - they represent the time 
when Mary granted a successful 
birth after hearing the cries for help 
from a desperate husband whose 
wife and son would likely both die 
during delivery. As word spread of the intercession, King Phillip III of Spain 
built a sanctuary and Our Lady of the Milk became a popular devotion.
Artist Unknown (Bolivian), The Virgin of the Milk (Virgen de la Leche), 19th century, oil on 
canvas, 60 x 41 in. , Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Lowell, 1965.666 

Scavenger Hunt
Use the questions and details to find artworks that are related to Hispanic 
culture. Read the wall label near the artwork to discover the connection.

Spanish Colonial Gallery

When looking at this painting, there 
may be various interpretations. Is it a 
world destroyed by mankind? Is it a 
colorful, peaceful, and mountainous 
desert? Is it a strawberry cake? What is 
your interpretation?

Could the colors of the painting 
represent how the woman is feeling? 

Why or why not?

What does the 
Marquesa de Fontana 
have in her hand?

Someone 
interrupted the 
artist. What was 

he painting?

While inspecting 
the weapons, 

something fell to 
the ground. 

What is it?

What do you think 
the two friends 
discovered in their 
exploration through 
the canal?

What objects or 
symbols in the 
painting make 
Saint Francis 
think about 
death?

What object is 
Saint Jerome 
holding in his 
left hand?

What activity is Saint 
John doing while in 
exile on the island 
of Patmos?




